July 25, 1564

Dear Family,

1 do not know if 1 have the strength or the energy 1o write this letter in one sitting or not. ¥Wa will
zee, It hies been about 2 months since [ laet wrote & femily epistle, but considering the things we have
done, 1 think that I can be excused for the lapsetl!

Az you know, we laft for Europs o June 5. We had a bit of fuck in Dallss--British Caledonien had
aversold tourist--our closs connection had put us in thers just 40 minwes before flight me-- and
etided up putting the 5 of us in Ist clase. About half way scross, Sarah motioned for me 10 come over 1o
where the 3 girls were sitting. She had figured it all out. "Mom," she 2aid, "Can't we be late 1o the
airport when we go home?” Anvway, it was wonderiul finding out how the 1at ¢lass folks
live--wondertul food and excelient service, (ur flight over was very smooth snd landsd us in London
at 10 am. in the worning. By the e we checked through customs snd changed money and got o our
hotel it wae noon. We wen?t 10 sleep and slept until sbout 3 and then ot up snd raced through the
Eritish Mugeum which was abowt 4 blocks sowey from the hotel--it is resdly eriminsd to do it thad fsstl
We aie dnaner sand then went 1o Vestmingter, toured Parlisment--both houses wers in session. Af we
wers leaving for the museuin we realized thet Mel's camers was non-functionad, 20 we used mine wntil
we got his fixed.

The next moraing we walked miles votl we found the camera shop which would fix Mel's
camers{Soho ares). We then walked past Clarence House (home of the Jueen Mum), the Mall, snd then
10 Buckingham Palace where we waiched the changing of the guard, then 5t Janes Pagk, Whitehall,
10 Downing S, the inside of Westiminster Abbey, then wok the underground to the Tower of London
which was really werrific--the kids were impressed by the orowvn jewels. We ate dinner at sty Indian
resteurant nesr our hotel--Mel was in hog heaven!

The next day Meal and I picked up the car--a resd terrifying experietce driving it beck 1o the
hotei--London drivers sre eragv--fouch more aggressive and far more speedy than they were 18 vears
agn. We got back to the hotel before noon and then headed out with the kide (parked the car st a
carpark) on the subway to the Nationsl Galiery in Trafsiger Square. We then went and got our train
tickets for the rest of the trip--glad we did it then for we wouldn't have hiad tme the other short time
we were in London, In fect, we left Mel getting the tickets and [ ook the kids on 10 51 Faul's
Cathedral. Beth especielly liked it—-thev were having evensong services, 20 we just sat there and
waited until Mel came. The music was lovely. Apperently thers was a bomb scare because sbowt 15
minwuies into the service, the priest ssked evervone not o be alarmed, but to plesse leave
immediatelv--that the rest of the service was canceled!. We then ook the be to Covent Garden, uo
longer the food and flower market, but an area of wonderful shops and bowtiques with all soris of
tuskers snd street performers--resiiy fun. There were lots and 1otz of very colorDal punk rockers to
&dd etmospherel We had fish and chips for dinner and took the kids to the hotel--Mel and 1 went to the
lsundromat. We really liked our hotel--very small and lovely people running it--we arranged 1o s18v
there for our other 2 nighis in London.

The next day we left London in the ¢ar after picking up Mel's camera. We assigned everyone &
tagk--wetch for ceriain signs or pedestrians, ete. We all chanted "Keep Left!” st regular intervals, It
was 8 3aturday, so the traffic wasn't quite 2o bad., but we found rosds not clearly marked. We headed
for Burtihadn-on-Crouch where friends of curs live. Our plan was to vigit them for the afternoon snd
then head o to Cadebridee. When we meade calls from there we could not find sn empty oo in
Cambridee, so Deaty and Lyvdis very kindly offered o have us stay there. Dean iz a Congregationad
minister {and the son-in-law of church friends--was here for the suniner while our iiniser was
there 2 summers sgo). They have 2 darling bovs, & and 4--our givls babyeat for them while Mel and 1
100k Dean and Lydia ot for dinner af & warvelous Indian restaurasnt!

We headed off for Carabridee the next worning and got there before noot--1t wae & Sunday, 8o 2ome
of the places weren't open when we wanied, bul we just went and had our pienic lunch instead in the
Backs, along the river. It iz & beautitul place to stroll and look fndo 8l the courtyards. We left there
ghout 3 and headed for York., We zot there about 6:30. We found a ndes bed and breskfest which had 2
rooms for us. Alter esting dinner st a Pizza Hul, o less, we walked through the Shatnbles, a quadnt ald
grea of shops snd stores finslly srriving ot York Minster, the gorgeous cathedral there, We saow the
iseide the neyt dav--it iz just beautiiul--we 4id not find out about the Tire there unill we were on oW
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way beck home--more about that later. While in York we also went 0 awonderful holography
exhibit. We then drove out to Castie Howard--an unbelievably besatiful paiace which I hed falien in
lowe with when I saw it it the series "Brideshead Revisited."--it wee filmed there. When we sterted out
on the trip Mel announcad a contest--thet whoever saw someone from home thet we knew would geta
pousd--well, he won the prizel Ve were going out admiring the pescacks when we ran into Wilson
st1d Peggy Holle, friends from the UT Physics Dept. and the LWV It waz lets by the tine we left thers
and we had 1o do the 200 miles to Edinbureh--it was a long, lovely drive and we didn't get there uniil 9,
etill with oo dinner. We found 2 B and B and headed out for food--the only thing we cold find was
Chinese--Sarak was g0 hungey she even aie it

We had our oniy really unpleasent weather in Edinburgh--it was sbowt 50 degress, rainy snd very
windy. We didn't let that stop vs. though. We walked all over the sity--saw where Adam Smith the
wrate WEALTH OF HATIONS) ie buried, went to Holyrood Palace, the castle of Edinburgh (mpressive
and ghostly in the wind and rain), walked the Royal Mile, toured St Giles church after we had lunch
iy their tea room. The exhibits at the castls are wonderful--sl1 sorts of uniforms and weapons and
such. We left Edinburgh about 4 and drove o Perth ta Mardie's We got lost, but finedly found her in
ime for dinner. She looks wondertul and wes o2 2lad 10 888 13 a8 We were to see har. Even though it
was still cold and windy we went o Kinnoull Hill after dinner w look at the view--Birnam Woods a8 in
Shakespears's "MacBeth.” '

We staved st Mardis's for 6 dave--nio where near long enough, but still times for agood visit. We
made & number of dav trips cut--Mardie went with us--1 held "wee" Mardie (she Jid not like that
namell) on my lap in the back seat. The ist dav we went for s long drive west of Perth and then back
east, to Lach Bary and Loch Tay, We had & marvelous picnic and spent & long time just skipping rocks
into the lake--go relaxing and enjovable. We saw Tayvmouth Castle whers Great-gresi-gresi-grandps
Winter was & gardener--reaily besuiful. We vizited the cemetery where the Ednie’s are
buried--Isabella's parents. The Znd dav we did errands {laundry and shopping) in the morning and
then went to Scone Palace in the afernoon--1 just love it thers, It is 20 neat 1o look &t the trees and
wonder if Patrick Murray Winter planted anv of them. It is a very nice small scale padacellll Mardie's
nephew and wife came for dinner that evening. The next day we went 0 Caithness Glase Works and
sar the meking paper weights-—-really interesting and then continued of 1o 5t Andrew's whers we
saw the huge ruin of 5t Andrew's Cathedrad and siso the famed St Andrew's golf course. Atthe
cathedral we spent a ot of time reading the grave stones--they are so interesting. Mardie's frisnds
Sandy and Sophie came over for tes snd cakes after dnner (Sandy was an actor in his vouth end was g
good friend of the sctor George Sanders). The next day we went to Balmoral Castle, & lovely drive
through the Cairngorin Mountaine. We had s pienic lunch on the moor with sheep very close by.
Eighteen yesrs ago we drove by Belmoral, byt no one wes sllowed on the grounds, but now you ¢ail
sy the geardens and go inside what used 0 be the baltroom -wonderiul exhibit of Victorians, When
we got back that afternoon we took Mardie out to dinner--it was very elegen?t and we &ll enjoyed it
very much! We were then invited in for tea with her neighbors, the Nesbits, for whom Merdie
babysite. They have 2 darling girvls who are very sttached 1o Mardie and she tothem.  The next
moraing we went 10 church with Mardie and then spent some time finding the Winer cematery plot.
That dev we were invited 1o Dundes 1o have dnner with Mardie's cousing, Helen and Beth--lovely
dinner! Nne thing we enjoved abowt Scatland was the long twilights--the gloaming--it was light until
slmost midnisht snd then would start getting light again about 3 in the morning. We had such
azond time with Mardie and she is such a dear--it was very painful 10 leave her the next day.

Anvway, we did leave-- June 18 by this time--a04d headed 2outh through the Lake
District with & stop 81 Beatrix Potter's house {of Peter Rabbit fame) in Near Sawrey. Saraly was rather
carsick thet day--gorgenus winding countey rosdelll  That night we ended up in Lancaster--not &
particularly sorgeous city, but hes & magnificent castle and Priory which we walked to after dining
elegantly at entucky Fried Chicken il

The next day we headed for Oxford, fortunately getting off the beaten path after leaving the
mnorway--the British are trying to get their speed limit raized to 80 miles per heur--won't meake sny
differsnce sipce thee iz what they drive anvway. We happened into a gorgeous quaint thatch roofed
town calied Chipping Campden in the Cotewolde--we picnicked there for lunch. Thet sfternoon we
stopped at Blentheim Palace, degigned by the same genius who 4id Castle Howard, Itis simply
sorgecus--inside and ow--wonderful gardens--the Tamily home of the Churchills. We drove 10 Bladon
and saw the very sitmple burial site of Winston Churchill. From Blenhsim we drove on to the home of
o friends, Philip and Mary Litile nesy Oxford. While we wers eating dinner we were hearing
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belle--they kept on ringing end ringing. After dinner we decided to take a walk and zee why they
were still ringing. It turned out that it was bell practice evening. We climbad the bell wwer of 5t
Andrew's chiurch and asked if we could come in and waich.. They were delighted and so were we. I
was g0 much fun snd so interesting! Unfortunstely, the kids had staved home 1o watch TV The
eartiest bell dutes from 1434, 2 were from the 1600'e, 5 feom the 17 and 1800 and 2 Trom 1974,

The next dav the girle and 1 toursd Oxfoed while Mel and Philip went 1o JET. the plasns 18k there.
That sfternoon the 5 of us left for the drive 1o Stratford-on-Avon whers we toured Shakespesre's
birthplace, dined slegantly at McDonealds sad the sew "Richard 1" &t the Shekespears Theatre, It
s marvelovs--we il wers spellboundi It wae a lade night thet night--didn't get back home until 1:15

We left Oxford on the 218t and headed for our friends in Briswl--Don and Ang Kimber and their 2
sons, Paul, 18, and Philip, 14, This is whers we sll had s wvonderiul time. Don iz sn old friend from
FU--was a graduate student in geography there my freshinan year. We staved with Don and don 18
vears ago--Paul wee just a baby. We had a good tour of Bristol the 121 night we were thers, Alter we
ot back Philip and his friend Colin {on guitar) entertained ve--he wante 10 be arock singer and ie
very good. The girls were very impressedil! The next day Ann took the 5 of ve to Bath, about 12 miles
away--has wonderful Roman rins and beautiful Georgian wenhouses and incredible fowers
everywhers. That evening the 4 adults went 1o Don's school whers he is gathering date for g thesis he
is writing for another advanced degree. There wes 2 PTA meeting which featured 2 singers who knew
alot of gypev music. It was very interesting 1o visit the school--hiss a multi-raciel smakeup--West
Indias: snnd Pekistani predominantly.

YEXT EVEHING. Ihope vouall are resding this in shifts--1 am having o write it in pieces!! Thiz iz
the second installment.

Meanwhile, back in Briswi--that Saturday. Don was off work, so the @ of s headed ot for a
wonderivl outing. First we drove 1o dvebury, on the order of Sionehenge. only the stones are smaller
and the cirele is larger. We decided 1o pass up Stonehengs since it wes Midsummer aid there were
thoussnds of people thers for a rock concert . Alsp, it iz now roped off and vou cannat gat near the
stones. Motsoin Avebury. Itis & wonderful place, so interesting to imeging why and how they
performed thess Teats of construction. We walked adl sround the stones, stepping carefully sines it ie
slzo asheep field! Thers iz s museumn there which was made all the more so by the wery funny guids
who took us throueh. There was alzo an old wedieval wwn and choareh there. We plenicked iu the
carpark and then drove on 10 Leacock, s marvelous medieval town that has been made a pert of the
Hationad Trust. We walked all over the plsce--Mel and Don enjoved the Talbot musenin. The man who
made the 1ot photograph wes from there and lived in the restored sbbey that I went through. Ann
stid the kids went shead and ordered cur oresd tea--that wae 2o much fun and so delicious!! Sconee,
jan, thick hesvy cresi, siid, of course, tea. This wes at 4 in the afternoon in & rofe covered gardan
outside o quaint cid teshiougel. The 3 of us had such agood time together--the 5 kide got slong
famonsty--we were in 2 cars, o we swepped off who rode with whom, When we got home we ordered
2 "take sway” Chinese dinner--1 can't remember being that full in yvears.

Dn Sunday we went 1o Don's chiurch (his father was a Congregational minister which wee why I met
him st the Congrezational vouth group st FSU). Ann had fived a huge turkey dinner with all of the
wimmings--after eating all we had vesterday {1 was a real effort 1o do it justics, bul we did! Alter
dinner the kide want to avehearsal of Philip's group ("Storte Child"), Ann and I went 0 & ceremeny al
the Cabot Tower (Johtn Cabot zailed from Brisiol--English clsims in ¥. America are based on his
expiorations). The mistook me for & member of the press and [ was periited to ses the ceremony
which was conducted by the Lord Mayor, Ann and Don had been invited o the affeir. We all
reconrvened at the Kimber hoveshold and headed out for Wales across the Severn estuary. We spent
savaral hours exploring a marvelous castle which is mostly & ruin--Chepstow, buiit about 12-1300 and
then drove on to Tintern Abbey, also a besutiful ruin and the subject of a poem by Wordsworth.

The next day it was time 10 leave the Kinbers snd we aloost had & rebellion--we reslly ddn't want
o zo, but the kids reaffr ddn't want o go. Anvyway, we hopped in our car--a bright red Ford Serrs,
by the wav--and headed off for London vis Hempion Court snd Winbledon, Mel waz beginning to feel
sick--his ususd sore thyoat--z0 it slowed ue down & bt Hesapton Court wes huge and
irteresting--expecially the mege in the garder:. Mardie snd I made it out in sbout 20 minutes, but it
ook Beth and Sered: atmocst 30 minutes! Mel wae weanting to co to the hotel, but we 1old him theat if he

kipped Winbledon he would never forgive himself--we were only % miles away and it was the 1st day
of the tournstaent--so we weni, 1t wae abowt $6.00 apiece 0 gt in and snother $6 .00 to park the
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car--soit of rash for us, but worth {t. Mel sat and watched Gene Maver lose his metch, but the 4 of us
explored the whoele place--saw Connors, Curran, Denton, John Lioyd--Vince Van Patton walked right
by Sarsh and me. [ wes really fun to see the place and sense sll of the excitement. We left Wimbledon
about 7 and made our wey into London, back 10 our hiote] near Russell Square.

The next morning we got an early staet, turned in the car and went to Selfridge’s and Harrod's--no
whers near enough time to shop. We dashed back o the hotel, got our luzgsge and then caught & cab
to Victoria Station. We caught the train, changed 1o the ferry st Dover and then got on the French
tradn &t Calads. By this time it wes almost 7--we ate food on the wain which I had trought sleng. Ve
passed through Paris st about midnighi--thought we had gotten off 0K with keeping & vacant
couchene (bed) in owr compartment (thers are 6 per compartment--sort of slote--3 tered--make up
from the seats or et down from the ceiling of the compartiment), but sbowt | s, the condustor put &
voung man with & guiter in with us--forwnsely he went right 10 sleep. Sarah had not heard hiin
come in and wes quite surprized when she woke up lafer in the night snd sew someone strange
sieeping below her! We arrived in Leusanne & 6:30 in the morning--Mel was fesling horrible Uy this
fime--had chills snd fever in addition to his sore throat. We found a quiet spot in the train station and
1 parked Mel and the kids and wen?t looking for our hotel which was about 3 blocks away. They sadd
that we could wait in their waiting rcom, so 1 went back and started over with the kids in shifte so that
Mel wouldn't have 1o carry the heavy bags. On the 2nd wrip the concierge #aid that there had beatt s
error and that we would be sent to sncther hotel--and that they would pay the cablare--which they
did. Actually, it wes a nicer hotel, & better location, the sate price, snd the people were wonderiull
We got there about 9, 1 1eft the kide and Mel there and went looking for hiz meeting. 1came back
gbout an hour Ister with the proceedings and such for Mel--found the 4 of them in 1 of cur rooms--sil
sound ssleep on 2 twin beds. 1 was prefty pooped mvself, 20 28t in achair and dozed untl a bitalter
noon--easy 1o tell since we were nesr 3 churches--all with bells! I fixed lunch for vz wing good old
Afnerican ingenuity--hot water from the sink and instant zoup {1 had gone shopping, too) for Mel,
bread and cheese, and green beans, hested in the can in the hot water in the ink. [ was at g polnt
where ] was dving for something green--expecielly broccalil By the tinne we {inished lunch the
girls' rocm was ready. Later that afternoon [ took Sarsh and Mardie to the opening reception o zee if
1 could spot any of our friends--saw a few.

My birthdey wes not quits sz much fun 58 we had thought it would be since Mel was still Teeling
gwiul. 14id walk back o Mel's meeting place and ran into Barbars Schilwter, afriend [ hadn't seen in
18 vears--gince thev ieft here 0 go back to Germany. 1iook the kids out 1o dinner and we broughit Mel
back a hamburger. Mel wae feeling & bit better the next day and 2at up and worked in the room. [ took
Beth o find a music store--she needed & "fix". She had cormmented several dare before that she had
niot been withowt her vicla thiz lony sinee the 6th grade, when she started. Anyway, we found one
and with wy fractured French and the charming sslesgirl's minimal English, we ssked abowt renting
aviolin (no violas there) for a few dave. This was not possible, but in the meantime Beth was trving
ot their instruments snd having a good time. The girl wak pity on ve and asked hey boss--she came
back and 2aid that they had made an excepiion for Beth snd would iet her play in s room downsiairs
thet adternoon. I brought her tack after {unch and shie played a $6,000 violin for several hours--was
itx hog heasven!

We were in Leussnine for a week. In addition to Mel's mesting, I went low of places with the
kide--the beach on Lake Lemen, the cathedral, lote of shops, by train to Genevs, by boat 1o the cagtle of
Chillon (g5 in "The Prisoner of Chillon ™), ete. It was readiv otz of fun. Msl and I ate omt with Hans and
Berbara on Fridey. Beth, Mel and [ ate st the batagquet at &3 star hotel--1 didn't know thers wag any
such thing--Palais Beau Rivage {someone gave us an extra ticket for Beth--Sarah sand Mardie ate &t
Wendy's). It was & wonderful meall



it is now Sundsy evening and | sm working on my 3rd evening of this travelogue. | hope you all sren’t
exhausted reading it! On Jduly 3 we rented an Upel stationwagon snd headed off for Cugnasco, s ting Swizs willage
near the 1talisn border and Lake Magaiore. We drove over the Neufenen Pass which was reslly spectacular- it was
even snowing a Titile bit at the top! On our way we had to stop in g smsll town for 5 bethroam break- -thess darned
afficient small cars don;t use much gas, 5o we ended up ot s pullic toilet- -8 marvelous Turkish style one--3
shallow bowl affair with foot blocks--and s chain to pull to foeod the place when gou firdsh. The kids were nod
enthused- - had fo dernonstrate- -snd they sl were nof endhused!! Beth decided to hold of 7, bt Sarah and Mardie
had to give in--very reluctentlyll A, wilderness!! We arrived in Cugnasco about 5--inez walked down from the
moundsinand we drove her beck up--incredible hatrpin turne- - no way we could Tind it by ourseives. Their
halet is named Casa Bisnca {White House) and was built 102 years ago- -on several Tevels, very roomy, indoos
plurnbing, & lovely Yving room, besutifol wisteria covered patio overlooking & gorgeaus valley (lrains coming and
neing, small planes taking off and landing, 2 parachute club jumping--4ll s0 small and far away that you could sse
the goings on, but not hear them) and Lake Maggiare- - rignt on the Swiss-[talisn border. When Eddiz and Inez
were here 18 ysars ago they told us thet they hed denided to huy the chalet- - Inez had inherited $150,000. Al the
time we could not believe it was worth it--1 [s!l We stayed there 3 days- - Eddie had fowork, but their 18 yesr
old son Richard was thers (Philip was at Scout camp). The first day (independence Day) we took 3 wonderful
nike- - picked wild cherries and conked them up for Yunch- - and just sat sround and talked- -the Lids wend
swirnming in the pool - -incredible water coming right down the mountain side. Mo electiricity except what they get
from their gss driven generater. You reslly think sbout whet you want 1o bring up thers because uoy have 1o hiks
up the fast Z2- 300 meters. They hest the water with solar hesi- -an arrangement of Black hoses, We teasted the
L34 with a great boltle of wine! The next dey we went to Stress in Hsly, on the shores of Lake Meggiore and from
there took 8 5 minute boat ride fo an island and home of the Borromes family {some important talisn leaders
including o ope and & saint} lsola Bella. 13 was just lowely. We slso did some shopping in Stress- -good bargaing,
but rot ensugh time!

The next day it was time to leave- -s0 sorry o do s0. We drove through the Gotthard Tunnel-- 13 miles- -took
14 minutes! Lods of other tunnels on the way. ‘Wedrove through Lucerne (stopped fro lunch and 8 welking tour
there) and Bern--then on to Freibourg where we stopped to vwisit with Eddie for an hour and & helf. He gove us g
whirlwind tour of the city and their home--he iz a professar of chemistry thare. it is a Catholic canfon-- maybe
the anly ane. We stopped further siong the way for dinner in s charming willage and had cheese fondue--the resl
ihing! ‘We got back into Lausanne about 8, moved back in toaur hotel and collapsed. The next day wss our day o
get to Faris. Mel and | turned in the car and then came back for the girls- -we caught & bus with our luggage--we
reatly did very well toting our bags, aithough Mel maintains that one of his arms will be longer than the other fora
Tong tifme to coms. We rode on the TGY, the very fast French train--slmost 200 miles per hour--very smooth snd
great scenery. We got into Paris sbout 4:30- - just in time for rush hour- -grest on the subway with a1l of our
bags. Someone tried to pick Mel's pocket, but fortunstely he had put his wallet in his front pocket. The kids were
irate when he told them lster {he was not standing with us) -~wanted to krow if e had punched the guy- - he had
retl SWe staggered in to cur hotel which was very modast, but slso inexpengive- - right nesr the Luxembourg
Gardenz and the Odeon Theatra. U wauld have been fine if they had not been doing road wark right by thers--it was
wartn and no AC- -and the jack bammers started inat 8 a.m.and the traffic wenl rost of The night!

We were in Paris Tor & dauz--no where near enough time, ol we did 222 a Tot- -and walked miles and miles,
We spent almost 2 Tull days in the Louvre-mind boggling- -went to the Jeu de Paume with the impressionists--my
favarites, | think, We spent | day st Yersailles- -we really ran into the tourists there- -the gardens are just
incredible, We went to the top of the Eiffel Tower--dodoing 5 rainstorm a3 we went, sew Mapoleon's tomb, the
Rodin rauseum, took s boat ride on the Seine, went to 2 mass &t Notre Dame, climbed the steps to Sscre Cosur and
wenl ingide, of course, and came oulside and admired the gorgeous view of Paris, Tound the Curie Institule, Toved
the Ste. Chapelle, the most gorgeous slained glass | have evar seen. Mel spent a day st ihe aciznce
muzeumm while | took the 9irls shopping--we met him there Iater in the day and toured i1 quickly ourseives. We
ate very well in Paris- -and very ressonably- -Chinese wice, Gresk, Halian, French, elc.

Friday the 13 was hardly an unlucky day for us- -except that it was time to hesd home (1 know you are ready
for that by now ). We made it on the subway, sgain, to the train station and did some Yast minute shopping
there--terriic Eiffel Tower earrings for Beth and Sarah, afc. We were joined inour compsriment by s young



ftalian gir] Beth's age who wes headed for London to study English for 2 weeksa. 'We had a good time wisiting with
her~-sort of toak her onder our wing. 11 gets complicsted changing from the train to the Terry and back 1o the
irain--tickeis and pazsports, efc. We brought cur food with us and ste on the train | am glad we did not try fo eat
en the boaf as it was o rather rough crossing this time- -1 was very green and so was Sarah- -1 had to sit and not
move g muscle! We got in o Lendon at 5-- by the time we got off and got ourselves zquared awsy with changing
meney it was 5:30. | grabbed Beth (Sarah and Mardie guarded the Tuggage while Mel went {0 check on getling cut on
British Caledonian the next dau) and we dashed 2 tube stops from Victoria Stetion to Letcester Square where yoy
can get half price theater tickets. We had hoped to see "Cats” but it was sold out. Instesd, on an impulss, we picked
“Little Me,” a musical comedy that was just wonderful. However, it started sl 7:30. ‘We gol tack to the station st
0:30, Mel 511 was not back, =0 Mardie and | dashed acroas the streel to Wimpy's for hamburgers, french fries and
cokes. By the fime we got back they were in Tine for g taxi--we qot the taxi and arrived back at our delightful hotel
gt {0 minutes 11 7. We havled our Tuggage up the 4 flights of slairs, franticelly chenged cur clcthes wiile
gubbling aur dinner, and headed back oot at 7215, We raced the 2 blocks for the subway, caught it and went the 2
st0ps back to Leicesier Square, dashed ouf and asked a cab deiver whers the theater was, He pointed us in the right
direction--we wete inour seats, panting, bul there--at 7:40- - just missed the 15t number. We had wondsr{ul
segta- - 7th row--they were $20.00 tickets for $10.001 11 was wonderful and we enjoyed it so much. & fithing
finale for a wonderful trip. We talked to our friends the Kimbers by phone- - had we thought way ahead we coul
have met therm in Londan for the evening- - next time!

The next day it was time 1o go home- -1 think | was the only one who was not ready to go! The flight hore waz
unevertful except for being 1 172 hour late- -we missed our connectien in Dallas, Dut just ceught another fight |
172 hours later. Eva picked us up at the sirport~-we were here before 10 pon.--very tired--by the time we
wert 1o bed we had been up for almoest 24, The next morning Mel and | wend to church--1et the kids sleep in--if
zeemmned an appropriste wad o finish up the trip.

Everyihing was Tine st ome except that the yard was in terrible shape. Mandsiory water conservatian
measures started the next day- -we can water only every 5 deys (set by house number) and then only between
idnight and noan and 2 por. 1 midright- - planty of water, but the waler processing facilitias have been
outgrown due to tremendous growth. Puppy was glad to see us backi

| teft for Miami on Thursday morning- - Beth drove me to the airport!! | was hesded for my high school 25th
reunion. | rented a car while | was there and covered & Tot of territory- -it was so much fun!! | got back Tast
Monday and have been trying 1o get organized ever since. Dur nexicrisis is on Tuesday when Beth has her surgery
to correct her bite. Her upper jaw will be moved forward and tilied slighity so that ber teeth will mesh properiy.
She will be wired shan for 3- 4 weeks- -1 am not looking forward to this a1 811~ -will be in the hogpital 4
days- - Beth is being very grownupsbout it, She has just had s grest weekend- - UT invited 750 top Texas
incorming high school seniors--spent $178,000 on them for 4 days--tours, Tectures, areat food, enterisinment,
efc. Theuars recruitingins bigway. Sheis tired snd figures she will rest in the hospital. The doctor has told
fier she will probebly lese 10-15 pounds- -she is enthused sbout thet! | am going to step here snd wirite snother
chronicle sbout my Miami trip for these who know Mismd. [T was g real trest to introducs the kids to Europs.

it iz now Friday, dugust 3, and we are all watching the Olympics- - hasn't it been spectacular 1
wanted 16 repord thet Belh's suroery went wery well- -we are 3o proud of her- -this is not sorething to fook
Torward to at a11. She iz not in s loi of pain, bt is very uncomtortable since her Tace i3 s117 swollen and the inside
of fier mouth is very sore. The surgery took 3 hours- -1 maintsin that there should be some way to anesthelize
those whio are waiting-~3srah's hernia suraery when she was 3 took Tess than sn heur. Angway-- el and | got o
the hospital el 5:4% a.m., she went into surgery at 7:30- - just beginning to get teary- -1 was truing very hard not
tocry. We had gotten & csll the night before thet the anly child {Charletie was about 25) of a cousin of Mel's had
been killed in an accident- -1 almost calied the hozpital ot that point to tell ther it just wasn'tworth it. The doctor
came out 5t 10:15 to 1e1) me that she was doing fine (Mel and our minister hed gone to play tennis- -1 could not see
any point in them hanging around the hospital}. She got out of recovery at sbout noon and we (Mel ot back about
10:45) qot foses her. That iz when | nearly bit the ground. We were falking with Beth- -1 was standing &t the
foat of the bed- -zhe hiad blood on her fsce, tubes in her nose snd was covered with ice packs. | realized that | was
going Yo pess out and | did not want to friahten ber, so i grabbed 5 olsss and said | was going Yo et a drink. |
staggered out and sat on the floor in the hall- - hidden by s lsundry cart--so after a few more minutes of reeling |



stagiered dotwn to the nurses stetion snd asked if they had anything to est. They immediately got me & chair, some
arange juice, crackers and milk. | staried to Yeel humsn sbout 15 minutes Tater! | talked with Mel Ister and found
that he had been having the same sensations, only he was alreadu sitiing down in the only chair !l

| spent most of Monday {she went in st 3}, Tuesdsy and Wednesday at the haspital. |didn't do much except resd
and anawer the phone and help Beth when she needed 11, The nurses were very nice to her--gave fier & pluses for
getting up o go to the bathroom shead of schedule and everuthing! Beth had 8 very crabby roommate- -an older
tady who hed had kidney surgery and was in a great deal of pain and didn't mind who knew 11! Beth didn't get much
sleep. Sarahand Mardie held down the fort ot home- -fixing dinner and cleaning house for me. Tuesday evening, in
faet, Mel snd | went out to dinner for  few hours- -friends were in town for just one night and other friends
invited us to comne. | hadnt known for sure i we could go, but since Beth was doing 0 well we decided | could. |
came home and brought the girls back with me--Mel had walked aver to the hospital from work {! took him over at
neon after | stopped reeling). Sareh and Mardie staged with her and watched the lympics. Beth qot o come home
pesterdaly. | realized on Wadnesday evening that | was getting sick--a horrible sore throat. | was afraid { might
have qoleen someiihing really yukky st the hospital so | went yesterdsay (after | brought Beth home and did the
grocery shopping’ to gef a throat culture- - not strap, thank heavens, but | amon an anti-biotic. Bethand | have
had & rather slow 2 days, yesterday and today. | have been running some fever snd heve s headache, bot it is Friday
and the column had to be done.  Her mouth 15 quite sore, so she isn't able to eat very much, even real Yguid stuff.
We saw the dector this sflernoon and he saus thet she is doinn just fine amd thet the swelling that is bothering her
will be gons suon. She has just gone Yo 8 part of her friend Ana's birthday party--1 made her & milkshake withan
&0 in it 1o take slong. We ate learning what she can eat- -1t has to filter through her teeth or in through the
spgces way 1n the beck whers het wisdom teeth were- -and it is reslly sore beck there right now. &b, another
wonderful Tearming experience Tor o2 all. |am just hoping thet | won't overcompensste for what she can't est--and
put on what she loses!

Mast of gur 2lides have come back snd we are enjoying looking af them- -we aren't a3 pleased with the colar 25
we hieve been with ofhers we have taken, but they are still very nice. .

{ quess that it is time to stop this very Tong letler - -this word processor hes made it 30 easy to add and subtract
and reword things- -1 know there sre misiskes, but | am too tired to go back and find them. iuch love fo you gl M1
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